Dear reader,

This issue of Papeles de Masoneria is dedicated to the reappearance of our Order in
eastern and southern European countries. It is the first task carried out by the team of
the Paneuropean Centre of Masonic Studies and Research, the recently inaugurated
central European subsidiary of the CIEM.

Our aim has been to offer an unpublished version of the historic development of
Freemasonry in an area relatively little known or understood by western research
centres. The members of the in embryo group of study of the Paneuropean Centre are
persuaded that the presence of masonic lodges in Russia and the countries in the
Carpathian Balkan region goes back to the first half of the 18th century. This is
confirmed by the documents found in the national archives of these countries.

Adrián Mac Liman, president of the CIEM and founding member of the Paneuropean
Centre of Masonic Studies and Research endeavours to offer a detailed view of the
evolution of our august Order in countries of the old socialist camp or, as in the case
of Serbia, submitted to authoritarian government systems. The work closes referring
to the changes that took place in Eastern Europe after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Iordanis-Poulkouras, from the Grand Lodge of the Scottish Rite in Greece, writes
about Masonry’s first steps in the Hellenic country, recalling, also, the repercussions
of the propagation of masonic ideology in some princedoms of the region: Bulgaria,
Rumania, Moldova, etc.

Vojislav Jovanovic, Dragan Mitrovic and Radoslav Petrovic from the Grand Regular
Lodge of Serbia go over the troubled history of Freemasonry in their country just
before the Second World War and during the German occupation of the then Serbian
realm.

Marco Novarino, director of the Centre of Historic Studies on Masonry and member
of the Grand Orient of Italy, tackles the subject of the relations between Italian
Masonry and the incipient initiatic movement in Albania. His paper has drawn our
attention due to its undeniable historic rigour.
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