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January 20, 2001 
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This may be the most unusual paper that I have ever assembled. Very few of 

the words have been written by me. Instead the paper contains the actual words of the 
brothers who wrote them in a series of correspondence between the parties. This pa-
per was written in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of Israel which will take place on October 20th in the year 2003. 
 

It is now January 2004, the Jubilee has come and past M.W, Bro Ephriam 
Fuchs, PGM as Chairman of the Jubilee Committee in the Official Publication of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of Israel titled Haboneh Hahofshi (The Israeli Freemason) 
has published the short history of Israeli Masonry. This history was edited and repub-
lished in the Short Talk Bulletin Vol. 81 No. 12 (December, 2003) 

 
 I submit that this distinguished Mason has his facts wrong and is attempting to 
mislead our craft with untrue statements as to what happened 50 years ago when 4-5 
lodges constituted by the Grand Lodge of Scotland attempted to establish a rival 
Grand Lodge in their small state. It is a case of the tail wagging the dog.                            
It is those Masons who were recognized by the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and 
Scotland, who felt they were the only regular Masons, while those of the  Grand 
Lodge of Israel composed of over 30 lodges and recognized by most of North, Central, 
and South American Grand Jurisdictions were the clandestine group. Please read on.  
 
NOTE: The author has taken the liberty of re-typesetting almost every letter in this paper 
for the sake of reproduction. 50 years ago copies were made by using carbon paper below 
the original and the readability of the copy was quite poor. The original letterheads and 
signatures are also reproduced and are identical to the originals on file. 
 
Recognition is an all important word. With it you are regular, without it you are clan-
destine. 
 
Israel is the home of the Eternal City – Jerusalem the site of King Solomon's Temple 
the site of the second Temple and the destination of the Knights Templar. Without the 
Holyland Masonry loses its ritual story. 
 
Yet the story of Freemasonry as a fraternal organization only comes to this land in 
1873 with  "The Royal Solomon Mother Lodge" #203 constituted by the Grand Lodge 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario. Yes, Masons met here on earlier dates, but 
none were organized as a lodge. Then came the French to Palestine to build a railroad 
from Jaffa to Jerusalem to aid in the construction of the Suez Canal. In 1891, French 
engineers formed "LePort du Temple de Solomon Lodge which changed its name to 
L'Aurore in 1906 and is now known as Barkai Lodge No. 17.  
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For over 300 years Palestine was ruled by the Ottoman Empire centered in Istanbul 
in present day Turkey. Lodges were formed working under the authority of France, 
Germany, Egypt, England, and Scotland. These lodges spoke in French, Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Spanish and English. Then came World War One and the Province of Pal-
estine fell under control of the British Mandate issued by the League of Nations in 
1918-19. 
 
In 1932, the Grand Lodge of Egypt was recognized by the Grand Lodge of New York 
and many other Grand Jurisdictions. The Egyptian Grand Lodge had warranted sev-
eral lodges in Palestine. But in 1933 that recognition was withdrawn and the Egyptian 
Grand Lodge was then considered clandestine by most of the worlds Grand 
Lodges.(Following the lead of the UGLE) Those Palestinian lodges had organized and 
formed the National Grand Lodge of Palestine in 1932 and this date was considered 
by Israeli Masonry as its organized birth-date until more recently when they decided 
to use the date of the founding of the present Grand Lodge. A survey through various 
editions of Pantagraph’s List of Lodges-Masonic will show when they changed dates. 
 
The following few paragraphs are from a joint meeting notice held on Dec. 18, 1950 in 
Brooklyn, New York, more of which will be developed later in this paper. 
 

The story of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Israel by the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York is best begun with this extract from the 
address of M.·.W.·. Charles W. Froessel, Grand Master, at our 1946 An-
nual Communication: 
 
"In August of last year, a petition was received from the National Grand 
Lodge of Palestine asking recognition. I thereupon cabled to our District 
Deputy, R.·.W.·. Khalid E. Tabet and Dr. Bro. Moses Albert, both reliable 
and capable brethren of our Craft in the Syria-Lebanon District, requesting 
them to proceed to Palestine for a complete survey of the situation. Fol-
lowing our last annual communication, their comprehensive report was re-
ceived recommending recognition. After reviewing the matter thoroughly 
with our Foreign Correspondence Committee, it was unanimously agreed 
that recognition be granted. Accordingly, and according to authority in-
vested in me by the resolution adopted last November, I propose to inform 
said Grand Lodge that we are prepared to enter into fraternal relations with 
it. I should, however, like your approval. Of course, you will understand 
this is but the first step. Unless valid objections present themselves, how-
ever, we shall proceed in due course. You will be interested to know that 
its emblem shows the Cross, the Shield of David and the Crescent in har-
monious combination." Then came the resolution of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence at that Communication, as follows: 
 

"Resolved that the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, extend 
recognition to, and does hereby authorize the establishment of fra-
ternal relations- and the exchange of representatives with National 
Grand Lodge of Palestine when, in the wise discretion of the Grand 
Master, such action will be of service. PASSED." 

 
The National Grand Lodge of Palestine is now the Grand Lodge of Israel. 
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At our 1945 Annual Communication, M.·.W.·. Townsend Scudder in the 
joint report of the Committees of Masonic Jurisprudence and Foreign Cor-
respondence said "Whether there can be an end to war in our time or in 
any time may be in doubt, but surely contact, understanding, appreciation, 
tolerance, kindness and many other things can and should contribute 
greatly to the preventions of those differences, political and economic, 
which lead to war; and it is here where Freemasonry, a disciple of peace, 
internationally, can fit into the program to bring about peace. Its member-
ship is drawn from all peoples, it is spread all over the earth, it embraces 
men of good will of every religion and every land. Surely, such men can 
sow the seed of good will, understanding, cooperation, if and when free to 
act. Away then with the barriers which forbid their fraternizing every-
where with their brethren of like good will!" 

 
 
In 1947, the British ended its Mandate and pulled out its troops. They were tired of 
fighting both the Jews and Arabs who were also fighting each other for political con-
trol of Palestine. The matter was thrown to the new United Nations, meeting at Lake 
Success, Great Neck, NY. With the British pullout open warfare had begun. The 
massed armies of the entire Arab world invaded Palestine, hoping to push the Jews 
and the smuggled survivors of the Holocaust into the sea. The U.N. voted to partition 
Palestine into two independent states, the Kingdom of Jordan and the State of Israel, 
with the administration of Jerusalem as an open International City.  
 
Wars seem to upset the best laid plans of men and nations. The Grand Mufti of Jeru-
salem urged all Arabs to leave the Jewish controlled areas and flee to Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and Egyptian controlled areas, until they got rid of the Jews. Little Israel 
fought the Arab nations to a standstill and enlarged its territory to almost double that 
which it was granted under the partitioning. Only in Jerusalem did Israel fail to ob-
tain its goal. The Jordanian Army was under the leadership of General Glub Pasha 
and his British officers. The Jordan Legion was able to maintain control of the old 
city (except for the Hebrew University site) while the Israelis controlled the new city. 
Cease fires were concluded with each frontline nation by Dr. Ralph Bunche of Great 
Neck, NY, an Under Secretary-General of the U.N. in 1948. 
 
The following is a portion of a memo produced by the Grand Lodge of Israel for use 
in petitioning other Grand Jurisdictions for recognition;  

"1. Change of Name 
On the 26th day of April 1949, a General Meeting of the Grand Lodge was 
held and it was unanimously decided to confirm the previous decision of  
the General Meeting of the Grand Lodge namely: to change the name 
"The National Grand Lodge of Palestine of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons" in the name "The Grand Lodge of Israel of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons" The reason for this is obvious. 
 
Palestine has no political meaning any more and remained only a geo-
graphical definition since the day when it ceased to be an English Manda-
tory Territory. From the heavy political struggles inside the country be-
tween Jews, Arabs and England that ended in riots in the year 1947 and 
war in the year 1948 between the Jewish population and six Arab 
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neighbouring states, a new state "Israel" emerged. This fact has been rec-
ognized by almost all Arab countries, that are on the best way to to create 
normal relations with Israel; by the United Nations who accepted the new 
state as a member of the United Nations Organization almost by all civi-
lized states of the world: by the U.S.A. "de jure" and even by England in a 
way that is in the middle between a recognition "de facto" and "de jure". 
The State of Israel is a historical fact that cannot be denied anymore. Ac-
cording to the principle that prevails in world-masonry – every state 
should have its Masonic Grand Lodge. One Grand Lodge in every state. In 
Israel, we have been since seventeen years the only Masonic sovereign in-
dependent Grand Lodge. Besides us there existed three or four Lodges of 
English and Scottish Obedience and Lodges of a Symbolic German Grand 
Lodge in Exile. The German Lodges are now in negotiation with us to ac-
cept the Obedience of the Grand Lodge of Israel and even the Lodges of 
English and Scottish Constitutions begin to understand that things good in 
a mandatory territory are bad in an independent state." 
 

It is at this point that I introduce R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn.  
 
The year is 1947, W.·. Brother Goldwyn in May received his appointment as one of 
only 22 statewide Staff Officers of the Grand Lodge of F.& A. M. of the State of New 
York. During the summer he moves to Kings Point, Great Neck from his native 
Brooklyn where in 1939 he was raised a Master Mason in Menora Lodge No. 903 in 
the third Kings District, and was its Master during the war year of 1943. 
 
Kings Point is the Northernmost village of Great Neck, while Lake Success is its 
Southernmost village. It is in Lake Success, at the West building of Sperry-Gyroscope 
Corporation that the fate of the Jewish survivors of the Holocaust depend. It is here 
that the United Nations has its temporary headquarters, and it is here that the Gen-
eral Assembly is discussing the fate of Palestine. Will Jews the world over, finally have 
meaning to the words they have said at every Passover Seder for almost the past 2000 
years – "Next year in Jerusalem" 
 
Irving Goldwyn, now a local resident attends almost every session of the General As-
sembly. So familiar does he become to the security guards there, that they begin to 
think that he is part of the official Jewish delegation. During this period he mingles 
with foreign delegates urging them to have their governments support  the partition-
ing motion. Finally the time had arrived for the vote of the 52 nations. Like thousands 
of other people, he and his family gather around the kitchen table with a check list of 
the nations – for, against, abstain. and a radio set to hear how each nation will vote. 
One by one in alphabetical order the delegates vote and he marks his score-card. Eng-
land abstains, all the South American countries vote for, all the Arab countries vote 
against, The U.S.S.R. and her allies vote for, the U.S.A. votes for, many smaller third 
world countries abstain. The vote reaches the majority point before all the nations 
have cast their vote. At least 27 nations have voted for the creation of the two new 
states. Within minutes in Tel Aviv, David Ben Gurion announces the creation of the 
State of Israel and the Arab invasion begins.  
 
A ceasefire is finally arranged, as I mentioned earlier, in late 1947,  Irving Goldwyn 
makes plans to visit Israel in the summer of 1949. 
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Part of those plans are to meet with his grandmothers family. She and her eldest son 
moved to Jerusalem after her husband died in the 1860's. The rest of her children 
came to America. Another plan he makes is to negotiate for his 1943 Co-Master of 
Amos Lodge, the owner of the Monarch Wine Company, a deal to import the entire 
output of Israeli produced wine. He also makes plans to meet with the officers of the 
Israeli Grand Lodge. Finally he plans to tour the whole country taking 16mm movies 
to show back here in New York. 
 
This story begins with a letter written shortly after his return from Israel to the 
Grand Master of New York: 
   

 
 October 11, 1949 
Mr. Frank M. Totton, Grand Master 
Grand Lodge of The State of New York 
71 West 23rd Street 
New York City, N.Y.  
 
Most Worshipful Sir: 

              I was appointed a Grand Sword Bearer by your predecessor in May 1947.  
            My Home Lodge is Menora Lodge No. 903 in the Third Kings District. 

  Right Worshipful Brothers Ray Ellis, David R. Cunnison, and Most Wor-
shipful Henry C. Turner are known to me. 
  From a business standpoint, I have been a depositor of the Chase Na-
tional Bank for fifteen years. I refer you to Mr. James A. Armstrong and 
Mr. Edwin P. Muller of the Times  Square Branch. 
   I give you this background so that you will appreciate the soundness of 
my views on the subject of Masonry in Israel. I have just returned from a 
visit to Israel. There I met the Masons of Israel and became fairly ac-
quainted with the Masonic situation in Israel. I was advised by their Grand 
Master, Dr. Philip Korngrun, of the present application pending before 
you, by the Grand Lodge of Israel, for recognition by the Grand Lodge of 
New York. I was told many interesting facts relating to the work of our 
Masonic Brethren in Israel. I was thrilled by the wonderful work that they 
are doing. I was thrilled to learn that our Brethren in Israel are acting as 
custodians of the property and assets of many of our Arab Brethren, who 
left Israel during the recent war. 
  Our Brethren in Israel are demonstrating the universality of Masons. I 
have come to the inevitable conclusion that Masonry in Israel lives up to 
all the ideals of Masonry. 
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   I heartily recommend to you, as a result of my personal, experiences, the 
recognition of the Grand Lodge of Israel. 
   If you can arrange it and it is convenient, I should like the privilege of 
meeting with you and telling you at first hand the work of our Masonic 
Brethren in Israel. 
   I close with kindest personal and fraternal regards, 
                                         Sincerely and fraternally, 

                             
                                            R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn 

 
 
 

 
 
                                  From the Masonic Library of  Ronald M Goldwyn 
 
One week later Brother Goldwyn received the following letter: 
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October 18, 1949 

R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn 
1441 Broadway 
New York 18, New York 
Dear Brother Goldwyn: 
 
The Grand Master, M.·.W.·. Frank M. Totton, has asked me to acknowl-
edge receipt of your letter regarding the National Grand Lodge of Israel. 
He appreciates very much your writing to him about your personal experi-
ences. However, your letter arrived on the eve of his departure for a much 
needed vacation and so was unable to arrange for a visit. 
 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence are in touch with the Grand 
Lodge Officers of the National Grand Lodge of Palestine and have submit-
ted certain questions to them which must be answered before recognition 
may be accorded. Upon receipt of this information the matter will again 
have the attention of the Committee. 
 
                                        With kind personal regards. 
                                                                        Yours fraternally, 

 
Grand Secretary 

 
f/b 
 
 

 
 
The next event takes place  sixty days later with the following letter. 
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                                                                   December 14, 1949 
 
Mr. Frank M. Totton, Grand Master 
Grand Lodge of The State of New York  
Chase National Bank  
18 Pine Street 
New York, N. Y. 
 
Most Worshipful Sir: 
 
As a result of my visit with you this afternoon I am prompted to write you. 
As I told you, during the months of July and August of this year, I visited 
Israel. I went as an American Citizen, interested in meeting the people of 
Israel, who I felt had accomplished a modern miracle.  I was unaffiliated 
with any organization. I was sent by no one. I merely followed the dictates 
of my heart. 
 
My life work has been Masonry. In May of 1947, I was appointed Grand 
Sword Bearer by your predecessor in office and so it was quite natural that 
I wanted to visit the Masons in Israel. 
 
 I called our Grand Secretary, R.·.W.·. Bro. George R. Irving, and he is-
sued the necessary credentials to me. However, he cautioned me against 
visiting any of the Lodges in Israel, because they were not recognized by 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. With this thought in mind I 
limited my visits to the officers of the Grand Lodge of Israel. I visited 
their homes and they visited with me at my hotel. I spent many days in 
discussing Masonic subjects with them. I have come to the inevitable con-
clusion that our Masonic Brethren in Israel have demonstrated they are 
worthy of recognition by the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and 
that truly they have lived up to the highest ideals of Freemasonry. 
 
To illustrate, the present Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Israel is 
M.·.W.·. Philip Korngrun. I spent three full days with him. Dr. Korngrun 
was one of the three District Judges appointed for Palestine, under the 
Mandate. Three different British High Commissioners reappointed Dr. 
Korngrun to the highest position in the Courts of Israel. He is one of the 
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most learned men in Israel. He is respected by the British, the Arabs and 
the Jews. Such is the background of the present Grand Master. 
 
I have before me a book published by the Grand Lodge of Israel, which 
has 150 pages, printed in small type, or the equivalent of 450 pages of the 
average American book. This book is a translation of all the Masonic 
Codes throughout the world, and particularly of the Grand Lodge of Pales-
tine. This book was written by Dr. Korngrun. To compile this book it took 
ten full years of his life. What Dr. Korngrun has done was to take the old 
Romance language of Hebrew and translated it into modern day language, 
so that Hebrew could be used by all the Lodges of the Grand Lodge of Is-
rael. In the back of this book he has compiled a Masonic dictionary, where 
Masonic terms are translated into French, English, German and Hebrew. 
This work was necessary so that the brethren in the Grand Lodge of Israel, 
could do their ritual work in Hebrew. Words had to be invented in Hebrew 
that would fit such Masonic language as, "Ashlar" - Working Tools - First 
Degree – "Great Architect of the Universe" - Neophyte - Trowel – "To 
Close The Lodge" – "The Three Great Lights." 
 
This momentous task could be illustrated, by imagining one of our Ameri-
can scholars attempting to reduce all of our present day ritual work into 
Latin. The vocabulary of the language would not permit the reduction of 
our English accepted thoughts into Latin. And yet Dr. Korngrun, by his 
labor of love, has succeeded in codifying Masonic ritual work in Hebrew. 
This is typical of the effort, zeal, love and affection which our Masonic 
brethren in Israel feel towards Freemasonry.  

                            
     This is the title page of Dr. Korngrun's book 

     From the Masonic Library of Ronald M Goldwyn 
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To illustrate further, in Israel, they publish a Bulletin. It is called "The 
Free Mason" This is published monthly by the Grand Lodge of Israel. 
Emblazoned on the top of this bulletin is their motto, which reads "Truth, 
Justice, Love of Humanity". This bulletin is printed in Hebrew and there-
after a synopsis is printed in English. The reason English is used is that 
our Masonic brethren had their antecedents in English while their country 
was under the British Mandate. They do not feel too kindly towards Eng-
land today, and their allegiance has been turned to the United States, to 
whom they are so much indebted. That is why recognition by the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York has become so important to them. 
 
I was told by the Grand Master that the Grand Lodge of Israel is composed 
of Masons who are Arabs, Christians and Hebrews. But no distinction has 
ever been drawn. In their issue of August 1945, there appears a half page 
greeting as follows: 
 

 
The National Grand Lodge of Palestine 

 
WISHES 

 
all its Jewish Brethren 

 
A Happy and Prosperous New Year 

 
and all its Moslem Brethren 

 
A Happy Ramadan Holiday 

 
I have before me a copy of the Seal of the Grand Lodge of Israel. This 
Seal has in it "The Square and Compasses" "The Star of David", "The 
Cross", and "The Arab Crescent." It is a thrilling object to behold, this 
Grand Lodge Seal of Israel, which has room for all faiths within its bor-
ders. 
 
To illustrate further, I was told in strictest confidence by the Grand Lodge 
Officers of the Grand Lodge of Israel, that they as a Committee have re-
ceived from their Arab Masonic brethren deeds, bank accounts, monies, 
and securities, which amount to many millions of dollars which they are 
holding secretly in trust for their Arab brethren. 
These brethren fled during the recent war in Israel and pending  the mak-
ing of treaties of Peace with the neighboring Arab states commercial rela-
tions have not been resumed. Consequently our Masonic brethren in Israel 
are holding these assets in trust for their Arab brethren pending their re-
turn. Another thrilling example of their wonderful Masonic Code. 



 11

 
Dr, Korngrun also told me that he had been advised that our Grand Lodge 
had written to R.·.W.·.Bro. K.E.Tabet, in Syria. He explained to me that 
R.·.W.·.Bro. Tabet is a wonderful man and a great educator, and very 
much loved and respected in Israel; that Dr. Tabet had been to Israel be-
fore the war and described the work of the Grand Lodge of Israel in the 
most glowing terms. He explained, however, that now that Dr. Tabet was 
back in Syria, he was behind an Iron Curtain and that he no longer freely 
expressed his thoughts. As a matter of fact, the papers that day (August 
1949) carried a report that one of the prominent merchants in Syria had 
been murdered because he was charged with having done business with 
someone in Israel. He told me further that the same would apply to any re-
quest made for a report from R.·.W.·. Moses Albert, in Lebanon. Corre-
spondence is freely possible among the Arab nations, but not between the 
Arab nations and Israel. All mail is censored. Any native of Syria or 
Lebanon, who does business with Israel is subject to death. They are then 
called Zionist sympathizers. Dr. Korngrun explained that it would be a 
physical impossibility for any native of any of the Arab nations to freely 
express his favor of anyone in Israel. 
 
These facts were demonstrated to me by Dr: Korngrun, to show why his 
good friends in Syria and Lebanon, could not truly express their real feel-
ings with respect to their Masonic brethren in Israel. 
 
In conclusion, may I add that I have met many, many Masons in Israel. I 
was thrilled by what I saw and heard. I was humbled by their devotion to 
"The Fatherhood of God and The Brotherhood of Man." I was impressed 
by their strict adherence to every Masonic principal. I now share their dis-
appointment in the fact that the Grand Lodge of the State of New York has 
not as yet recognized the Grand Lodge of Israel. They have withheld ap-
plications, I am told, from other Grand Lodges, because they cannot truth-
fully answer the embarrassing question - "In 1945 The Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York approved a resolution recommending, the recognition 
of the Grand Lodge of  Israel. Why hasn't the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York, recognized you yet? To this question our Masonic brethren in 
Israel have no answer. 
 
I can appreciate, Most Worshipful Sir, that someone might consider my 
views, on the Masons in Israel somewhat prejudiced. I must admit that in 
my subconscious mind and thinking I must be somewhat biased in favor of 
our Masonic brethren in Israel. And yet. I respectfully submit that my pas-
sion for Masonry and to help my brother Masons is  nothing new in my 
life. Long before there was a State of Israel, I worked hard in the cause of 
our Chinese brethren of Shanghai, China. I am annexing herewith a copy 
of my Lodge Notice of November 17, 1943. In this Notice you will find 
expressed the following ideals - "The Fatherhood of God and The Broth-
erhood of Man" - '"Within the Four Seas all Men are Brothers" - CON-
FUCIUS - "Behold how good and how Pleasant it is For Brethren to dwell 
together in unity" - PSALM 133 : 1. 
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You will note that further on in my program we had an address on "Free-
masonry in The Orient" by W.·. Brother George A. Fitch, Past Master of 
Amity Lodge No. 106, of Shanghai, China. Brother Fitch was a Young 
Men's Christian Association official, stationed in China for 20 years. 
 
You will note further that at this meeting there was an address by Judge 
Hyman J. Reit, my father-in-law, and a life member of Garfield Lodge, 
New York City. Judge Reit made an appeal for funds to help our Chinese 
brethren, and we raised $673.00. To this I added my personal contribution 
of $100.00, and we gave to W.·. Brother George A. Fitch the sum of $763. 
00 to take back to China, to assist our needy Chinese brethren. I submit the 
above to show that I have been thoughtful and considerate of all Masonic 
brethren, and not suddenly interested in the cause of the Masonic brethren 
of Israel alone, because they happen to be of my faith.  
 
I am impressed with the coincidence that the Credo expressed in my pro-
gram back in 1943 applies so aptly today in my views expressed to you in 
this letter. It shows that I am not biased and that I have arrived at these 
conclusions from a measured consideration of all the facts and my per-
sonal experiences in Israel. 
 
That is why I feel that the Grand Lodge of Israel, should be recognized by 
The Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and that this should be done 
now, 
 
                                                                       Respectfully and Fraternally, 

                                            
                                                                          R.·W.·.Irving D. Goldwyn, 
                                                                               Menora Lodge No. 903 
IDG/fl 
encl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M.·.W.·. Frank Totton's response the next day was the following: 
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                  Frank M. Totton 
                        Grand Master 

       18 Pine Street 
                     New York 5, N.Y 

December 15, 1949 
 
R.·.W.·.Irving D. Goldwyn 
1441 Broadway, 
New York 18, New York. 
 
Dear Irv, 
 
Thank you for writing me as fully as you have in your letter of December 
14th which supplements effectively our conversation of yesterday. Your 
eye-witness report of the present day conditions in Israel is enlightening 
and I am passing it along to the members of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence and Relations. They will be interested, as I am, in the 
Menora Lodge notice of November 17, 1943 when you welcomed the 
Chinese brethren of Amity Lodge #106 of Shanghai, China. The breadth 
of your interest. is world-wide. 
 
With deep appreciation of all that you have done and are doing, 
 
                                                                                        Sincerely yours, 

                                                                                           
Grand Master                                            
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This meeting notice was a very important factor in lending creditability to the presen-
tation made by Irving D. Goldwyn towards the recognition of the Gland Lodge of  
Israel. 
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Judge Reit was a member of the first class of candidates in Garfield Lodge in N.Y.C. , 
a member of the first pledge class of ZBT fraternity and in the first class of graduates 
of New York Law School., President of the NYC ZOA, and a National VP of the 
ZOA. 
Judge Reit was appointed to the bench by Mayor Jimmy Walker and was the Presi-
dent of the largest conservative Jewish temple in Manhattan for over 30 years. He 
was also the Father in Law of Brother Goldwyn 
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On December 16th, he wrote to M.·.W.·. Philip Korngrin the following report: 

       
                                                                                 

                                                                                        December 16, 1949 
Dr. Philip Korngrin 
84 Rothschild Avenue 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
 
Dear Dr, Korngrin: 
In strictest confidence do I advise you that yesterday I had a meeting with 
Grand Master Frank M. Totton.  At this meeting he asked  me to write him 
a letter expressing my views of  Israel. At this meeting he further said, 
"WE ARE GOING TO RECOGNIZE THE GRAND LODGE OF IS-
RAEL. IT WILL BE DONE VERY SOON.  I WILL NOT TOLERATE 
ANY FURTHER DELAY." 
 
He said further that the only reason he had not issued the recognition letter 
as yet, was that he wanted it to be the result of the unanimous agreement 
of all the members of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence and Re-
lations. 
 
He said that very soon he would have this unanimous consent of all the 
brethren and he hoped further that it would be before December 31st. 
 
As a result of this conversation I beg you to be patient a little longer. It 
will be. I am very certain of the result. I want you to know that I have 
worked day and night to this end and with the blessing of God, our mis-
sion will soon be accomplished. 
 
Please give my best regards to Dr, Shaoni and all our Masonic brethren in 
Israel, and assure them that they have many good friends in the United 
States, of which I am proud to be one. 
 
I close with my kindest personal regards and my best wishes for a Happy 
Chanukah to all Masonic brethren in Israel. 
                                                                             Cordially and Fraternally, 
                                                                                  

 
IDG/fl                                                                                 Irving D. Goldwyn 
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That letter was followed by this one: 

 
                                                                                           January 12, 1950 
Dr. A. Shaony  
41 Lilienblum St. 
P.O.B. 1823  
Tel-Aviv, ISRAEL 
 
Dear Dr. Shaony:  
 
I an writing you this letter to bring you completely up to date. 
 
The Grand Master, M.·.W.·. Frank M. Totton, told me that he spoke to you 
on the long distance phone from Tel-Aviv on or about December 29 and 
gave you the ultimate facts. I have been with Brother Totton many times. I 
trust that you have seen the letter that I wrote The Grand Master, a copy of 
which I mailed to Dr. Korngrin. On December 15 the Grand Master, after I 
spoke to him, banged his hands on the desk and said,  "Irving, believe me I 
am going to recognize the Grand Lodge of Israel and do it this year. There 
is only one thing I want, I want it to be the unanimous action of all the 
brothers of the Committee."   
 
As Brother Totton told you over the telephone he called his meeting be-
fore Christmas. Everyone was in favor of the recognition except Past 
Grand Master Scudder. He argued that in the face of the request for further 
delay from Dr. Tabet no action should be taken at this time. Grand Master 
Totton said, "This matter has been delayed long enough. I shall proceed 
immediately. I will not let this matter go before another Grand Lodge. 
There is nothing to be gained by writing again to Dr. Tabet. He is not a 
free agent to act." To this Scudder replied "Well,, how do you explain the 
fact that a Jew, Dr. Albert in Lebanon also wrote requesting delay in rec-
ognition." To this Grand Master Totton replied, "His life would be in dan-
ger if he urged recognition at this time, so he had to write the same letter 
that you received from Dr. Tabet. Then Scudder told Grand Master Totton, 
in all the history of this Grand Lodge Committee on Foreign Jurisdiction, 
this Committee has always acted unanimously. If you decide to recognize 
only by a majority vote, I shall be forced to file a minority report against 
recognition. I urge that you do not give recognition at this time but give 
me one final chance to write Dr. Tabet again. The Grand Master replied, "I 
shall give you this final act of courtesy. I shall wait sixty days, up to 
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MARCH 1, 1950, and if at that time I do not have unanimous consent, 
then I shall proceed anyway, because I have a majority of the Committee 
with me. Thereafter, and on January 2, Scudder sent another letter to Dr. 
Tabet. It was a five page letter. Then Scudder called the Grand Master and 
said "You see I have acted quickly. I have sent the final letter to Dr. Tabet. 
I have sent you a copy of this letter. Now if Dr. Tabet does not give us a 
satisfactory reply, it will leave you, as Grand Master, "FREE AS AIR to 
proceed with recognition." 
 
This is probably a repetition of the conversation you had with the Grand 
Master. I am giving you the repetition of the conversations I have had with 
the Grand Master. I believe him. The obstacle is Scudder. We are trying to 
overcome this obstacle. We believe the Grand Master will act shortly after 
March 1st. He said this to me face to face. He is one hundred percent in 
sympathy with us. 
 
We are watching our friend Dr. Irving carefully. He is only a paid em-
ployee of the Grand Lodge, He is not a member of the Committee, and the 
Grand Master himself said to me "Everyone was in favor of Immediate 
recognition except for Scudder. If he were not the oldest living Past Grand 
Master I would have overruled him immediately -- Because he is what he 
is, I gave him the final courtesy until March 1st." 
 
I said to the Grand Master, "How can you permit one man to dim the 
hopes of thousands of Masons in the State of New York and of all of our 
Masonic brethren in Israel," and he said,, "You are right, I shall not permit 
this to happen. Please wait until March 1st and then we will act. This is a 
solemn promise I make to you." 
 
This is how matters stand today. I am making delicate maneuvers to inter-
cede with Scudder and see if we cannot win him over to our side. This is 
all that has to be done. 
 
I feel very certain that on March 1st or within one week thereafter, the 
Grand Master will issue recognition. Now, if this comes to pass, I would 
appreciate if you would forward to me a Petition for Recognition from the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia (WASHINGTON, D.C.) I have 
influential friends there and I feel your Petition would receive favorable 
action. This is an important move because Washington influence is felt 
throughout the world. 
 
Please give my most cordial regards to the Grand Master, his officers, 
from both Mrs. Goldwyn and myself, and rest assured that I shall devote 
every ounce of my ability and energy to the cause of recognition of the 
Grand Lodge of Israel. 
Kindest regards,                                          Sincerely and Fraternally yours, 

      
                                                                                         Irving D. Goldwyn 
IDG/fl 
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Dr. Philip Korngrin 
64 Rothschild Avenue 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
 
Dr: A. Shaony . 
41, Lilienblum Street. 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
 
Dear Dr.Korngrin: 
 
I am sending you both same letter so I can tell you what is in my heart. 
Yesterday I  sent you a cable of congratulations because the Grand Master, 
Frank M. Totton, formally issued his Recognition to the National Grand 
Lodge of Israel. The Grand Representative that he appointed is ARTHUR 
K. KUHN, ESQ., 500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY. I might add 
that Brother Kuhn is a Lawyer and a very successful man. I judge that he 
must be close to 70 years of age. I called him early this morning to con-
gratulate him on his appointment. He told me that in 1914 he visited Jeru-
salem and visited the Masonic Lodges at the time. He made another trip to 
Jerusalem in 1926 and repeated his Masonic lodge visits. He also said it 
will be his task to bring the National Grand Lodge of Israel close to the 
National Grand Lodge of New York. He said that there were four other 
states, including Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, that would act soon be-
cause they were waiting to see what action New York would take. 
 
I spoke to Most Worshipful Frank M. Totton. I thanked him from the bot-
tom of my heart and he said, "You see, Irving, you and I know that I 
would have acted a year ago, but that I wanted the unanimous consent of 
my Committee. I promised you that I would act on March 1st, I did act on 
March 1st." I told Brother Totton that the brethren in Israel contemplate 
putting up a Masonic Temple, and that I for one would devote myself to 
raising funds to help you build such a Temple, and that one of the rooms 
in the Temple should be called "THE FRANK M. TOTTON ROOM" in 
your honor. He was thrilled and very proud.  
 
I should like your thoughts as to what assistance the Masons in New York 
can give you towards the building of your Masonic Temple, and if you  
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agree that Most Worshipful Frank M. Totton should be so honored. I want 
you to know that you have many friends here in the United States. 
 
I should like to help you to secure Recognition from the Grand Lodge in 
the District of Columbia (This is the same as saying Washington D.C., the 
Capital of the United States.) If you have such a petition and you would 
like to mail it to me, I have many influential friends in Washington who 
will see to it that Recognition is granted. I think this is an important move 
because Washington is an important world capital. 
 
I have also previously advised that the newly elected Grand Master of the 
State of Colorado is of the Jewish faith and would lend a sympathetic ear 
towards the Recognition of the Grand Lodge, of Israel. 
 
I had lunch with a Major Maurice Basson of Jerusalem, today. He is a Ma-
son. I wonder if you can send him a letter, certifying that he is a Mason in 
good standing, to me at my office. He can be very helpful to your cause. 
He is a wonderful speaker. His father was a Mason before him and raised 
him in his Lodge in Jerusalem about 26 years ago. Past Grand Master 
Koch in Jerusalem knows him very well. 
 
I await your instructions as to how we can best help the Building Fund of 
the Masons in Israel, and your Petition for Recognition in the District of 
Columbia.   
 
One further thought - I remember Dr, Shaoni telling me that the Masons 
had a piece of land near the Zoo in Tel Aviv, on which they contemplate 
erecting their Masonic Temple. This, I believe would be a mistake. I be-
lieve the Masonic Temple must be erected in Jerusalem, The Eternal City, 
so that the Masons  in Israel can demonstrate to Masons all over the world 
and of every faith, this universality of Masonry.  
 
I anxiously await your thoughts to my suggestions. . 
 
I close with great affection, heartiest congratulations and best wishes for 
your continued good health, from my wife and family, to you and to all 
my Masonic Brethren in Israel. 
 
                                                    Sincerely, Affectionately and Fraternally, 
  

                                                               
                                                                                       Irving D. Goldwyn 
IDG/fl 
 
Dup.. Orig. to: Dr. A. Shaony, 
                        41, Lilienblum Street. 
                        Tel Aviv, Israel.  
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You may recall that in the January 20th, 1950 letter to the Grand Master, Bro. Gold-
wyn requested that he be given the packet of information required for the Grand 
Lodge of Israel to petition the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. The response 
to that request is below. The following six pages are copies of the application that Ir-
ving D. Goldwyn submitted to that Grand Jurisdiction. It is shown in its entirety so 
that readers of this paper may have a full knowledge of that which the Grand Lodge 
of Israel submitted to all the Grand Jurisdictions at that time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                Tel-Aviv, the 21st. May 1950. 
 
                                                                              Bro:  Irving D, Goldwyn 
 1441, Broadway 
 New - York-18, , N.Y. 
 
Dear Bro. Goldwyn, 
 
I am directed by our M. W, Grand Master to forward to you a copy of our application for 
recognition together with all the required enclosures sent to the Grand Lodge of Colombia 
and to request you to take an interest in this application, and negotiate with them in this 
matter with the view of obtaining the desired recognition. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation, I wish to remain, 
 
                                                                              Fraternally yours, 

                                                                              
                                                                                                  E, Dubinsky 
 (Grand Secretary) 
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                                                                                          Tel-Aviv, 23rd of May, 1950. 
 
The Grand Lodge  
of the District of Columbia  
WASHINGTON, D. of C. 
 
Dear and R.W. Grand Secretary, 
 
We should feel happy to establish fraternal relations with your respectable Grand Lodge 
and for this purpose we beg to submit hereunder the following information: 
 
Our Grand Lodge was constituted in 1932, then under the name of The National Grand 
Lodge of Palestine., by seven private Regular Lodges, which received their Charters from 
the National Grand Lodge of Egypt, from which we also received the Charter for the Con-
stitution of our Grand Lodge. 
 
The National Grand Lodge of Egypt was then recognized by a great number of Grand 
Lodges, many of them in the United States, and therefore our Grand Lodge became a legal, 
regular and Sovereign Masonic Jurisdiction according to Masonic Laws and traditions. 
 
Twenty-one Lodges in several cities and towns of the Country: are working now under our 
Constitution, as shown on the Attached list. 
 
We also attach hereto a list of Grand Lodges which are in fraternal relations with the Grand 
Lodge of Israel. 
 
The Basic Principles of our Grand Lodge and of its private Lodges are also stated on a list 
enclosed herewith. 
 
We further enclose herewith a list of present Grand Officers of our Grand Lodge. 
 
We think that the above information covers all the principal Masonic questions which may 
be required by your Respectable Grand Lodge for the purpose of recognition. 
 
May are hope that this application for recognition will be favourably considered by your 
Respectable Grand Lodge and that your decision to establish fraternal relations with our 
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Grand Jurisdiction and to exchange Grand Representatives with us will be taken without 
undue delay for the benefit of both our Grand Jurisdictions and World Masonry in general. 
 
It would be greatly appreciated if together with your favourable answer to this letter# you 
would kindly communicate the name of a proposed Grand Representative of our Grand 
Lodge near your Respectable Grand Lodge, 
 
 Sincerely and Fraternally Yours 

   

  
 (E. Dubinsky) 

Grand Secretary 
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THE BASIC PRINCIPLES ACCORDING TO WHICH THE GRAND LODGE 
OF ISRAEL AND ITS PRIVATE LODGES ARE WORKING; 
 
1. The National Grand Lodge of Palestine was constituted in 1932 in accordance with a 
    Charter issued by the National Grand Lodge of Egypt, which had been, at that time, 
    recognized by a great number of Grand Lodges, among them being also the Grand 
    Lodge of the State of New York, which too, has exchanged Grand representatives  
    with it. The National Grand Lodge of Palestine, as constituted rightly and legally by a  
    Sovereign Masonic Jurisdiction, became a regular and legal Masonic Jurisdiction in ac 
    cordance with the requirements of the Masonic law and traditions. 
    In accordance with the present circumstances arising out of the establishment of the 
    State of Israel, the National Grand Lodge of Palestine changed its name to "The Grand 
    Lodge of Israel" of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons in the State of Israel. 
 
2. The Grand Lodge of Israel possesses exclusively its territorial jurisdiction; it does not  
     presume to extend its authority into, or presume to establish lodges in a Territory oc- 
     cupied by a lawful Grand Lodge, without the expressed assent of such Supreme Gov- 
     erning Masonic Body. 
 
3. The Grand Lodge of Israel is an independent, self-governing, responsible organization 
    with entire, undisputed and exclusive dogmatic and administrative authority over  the 
    Lodges within its jurisdiction, and not in any sense whatever subject to, or dividing such 
    authority with, a Supreme Council, or other Body claiming ritualistic or other supervi- 
     sion or control. 
 
4. The Grand Lodge of Israel acknowledges the belief in God, the Father of all men and  
     limits membership in its Subordinate Lodge to men believing in the G.A.O.T.U. and  
     obligated on the open Volume of the Sacred law recognized by the initiate. 
 
5. The Grand Lodge of Israel requires that the three Great Lights of Freemasonry (namely, 
     the V: of the S. L., the Sq. and Comp) shall always be displayed on the Altar when the 
     Grand Lodge or its subordinate Lodges are at work, the chief of these being the V.of 
     the S.L. 
 
6.  The Lodges subordinate to the Grand Lodge of Israel make Masons of men only and the 
     membership of the Grand Lodge axed individual Lodges is composed exclusively of  
     men, and have no Masonic intercourse of any kind with mixed Lodges of bodies which 
     admit women to membership., 
 
7.  The Grand Lodge of Israel confirms that the discussion of religion and politics within  
     the Lodges is strictly prohibited and excludes controversial politics and sectarian re- 
     ligion from all activities under its auspices. 
 
8,  The Grand Lodge of Israel confirms that its dominant purposes are charitable, benevo- 
     lent and educational. 
 
9.  The Grand Lodge of Israel adopts the Ancient York Rite Rituals. The Principles of the 
     Ancient Landmarks, customs and usages of the Craft are strictly observed. 
 
10. The Grand Lodge of Israel requires conformity to secrecy in its work, to the symbolism of op- 
      erative Masonry, to. the division of Masonry into three degrees of EA., FC AM; and to legend  
      of the third degree. 



 26

 
GRAND LODGE OF ISRAEL. 

GRAND OFFICERS FOR 1949 - 50. 
 
 
Grand Master Mason M.W.Br. Dr.Ph.Korngrun 
I.P.G. Master Mason M,W.Br. Andrew Koch 
P.G, Master Mason M.W.Br. Marc Gorodissky 
Deputy G. Master R.W.Br. Dr. Elazar Hofmann 
Honorary D.G, Master R.W.Br, Dr. Leo Cohn-Biederman 
Substitute G. Master R.W.Br. Dr. Abraham Shaoni 
Grand Senior Warden R.W,Br, Joseph Bar-Ner 
Grand Junior Warden R.W,Br. Dr. Yona Froelich 
Grand Chaplain V.W.Br, David Smilansky 
Grand Secretary R. W, Br. Elie zer Dubinsky 
Asst Grand Secretary V.W,Br. Moshe Grossman 
Grand Treasurer V. W.Br. Robert Carrasso 
Asst. Grand Treasurer  W.Br. M. Achituv (Goldstein) 
Grand Registrar R.W.Br, Dr. Yaacob,Michlin 
Grand Senior Deacon  W.Br. Dr, Mordekhai Avigdori 
Grand Junior Deacon  W.Br. Yaacob Segal 
Grand Dir. Of Ceremonies  W,Br: Dr. Gedalia Yossimoff 
Grand Almoner  W.Br. Yaacob Bokstein 
Grand Sup, of Works R.W.Br. Moshe Shobam 
Grand Swords Bearer  W.Br. Georg Sandler 
Grand Organist  W.Br„ Efraim Abilea 
Grand Standard Bearer  W.Br. Zeev Saphir 
Grand Inner Guard  W.Br, Yehuda Mansfeld 
Grand Tyler  W.Br. Dr. I. Pulvermacher 
Grand Steward  W.Br. Yaacob Moyal 
Grand Steward  W.Br. David Wigodsky 
Grand Steward  W.Br. Moshe Casheof 

 
 
 

MEMBERS OF THE GRAND COMMITTEE 1949-50. 
( in alphabetical order ) 

 
 

M.,R.,V., and W. Brethren: 
R.Abulafia; J.Bar-Ner; J. Bokstein; S. Buzaglo; R. Carrasso; M. Achituv; E. Dubinsky; 
Yona Froelich; M. Gorodissky; M. Grossmann; B. Gruenfelder; Dr. E. Hoffmann; A. 
Koch; I.P.G.M. Dr. Ph. Korngrun, Y. Mansfeld; M. Ophir; Y. Segal; Dr. A. Shaoni; M. 
Shoham; D. Smilansky; J. Treu; S. Waisel; Sh. Zeevi. 
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List of Private Lodges working under the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Israel, on the 
30 April, 1950. 
 
"EAR-ZION"                                  Lodge No. 2                    Or.        Jerusalem 
 
"MORIAH"                                      "       "    3                      "          Tel-Aviv 
 
"HIRAM"                                           "       "    5                     "             Tel-Aviv 
 
"RASHEI"                                          "       "    8                      "            Jerusalem 
 
"GENOSSAR"                                   "       "    9                     "             Tiberias 
 
"HAKOKHAV"                                 "       "    13                    "            Tel-Aviv 
 
"ELIAHU HANAVI"                        "       "    16                    "             Haifa 
 
"BARKAI"                                         "       "    17                   "             Tel-Aviv 
 
"DAVID JELLIN"                             "       "    18                    "             Petach Tikvah 
 
" MENORA"                                      "       "    19                   "              Haifa 
 
"BEZAILEL"                                     "       "    20                   "              Tel-Aviv 
 
"HERMON"                                       "       "    21                   "              Tel-Aviv 
 
"ACHIDAN"                                      "       "    22                   "              Ramat Gan 
 
"DROR"                                             "       "     23                   "              Jerusalem 
 
"NER TAMID"                                  "       "     24                   "              Tel-Aviv 
 
"EVEN MEUKEVETH"                    "       "     25                  "               Jerusalem 
 
"AIN HASHILOAH"                         "       "     26                  "               Jerusalem 
 
"ARI"                                                  "       "     27                   "              Jerusalem 
 
"LEBANON"                                      "       "     28                   "              Haifa 
 
"MUFFELMAN-OMEN"                   "       "     29                   "              Jerusalem 
 
"GAZIT"       Lodge of Instruction     "        "    30                   "              Tel-Aviv 
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List of Grand Lodges which are in fraternal relations 
with the Grand Lodge of Israel on 30-4-1950. (in alphabetic order) 
 
1. Grand Lodge of Argentina 20. Grand Lodge of Montana (USA) 
  
2. Grand Lodge of Ba jjz California (Mex.) 21. Grand Lodge of New York (USA) 
  
3. Grand Orient of Belgium 22. Grand Lodge of Nicaragua 
  
4. Grand Lodge of Bogota 23. Grand Lodge of North Dakota(USA.) 
  
5. Grand Lodge of Bolivia 24. Grand Lodge of Nuevo Leon (Mex.)  
  
6. Grand Orient of Brasil 25. Grand Lodge of Panama 
  
7. Grand Lodge of Cali 26. Grand Lodge of  Parahyba 
  
8. Grand Lodge of Carthagena 27. Grand Lodge of Paraguay 
  
9. Grand Lodge of Chile 28. Grand Lodge of Penambuco 
  
10. Grand Lodge of Costa Rica 29. Grand Lodge of Peru 
 
11.  Grand Lodge of Denmark 30. Grand Lodge of Porto Rico 
 
12.  Grand Lodge of Del-Pacifico (Mex.) . 31. Grand Lodge of Potosi(Mex.) 
 
13.  Grand Lodge of Dominicana Rep,             32. Grand Lodge of Rio Grande deSul 
                                                                                                                            (Brazil)                                       
 
14.  Grand Lodge de France 33. Grand Lodge of San Salvador 
 
15.  Grand Orient de France 34. Grand Lodge of Switzerland Alpine 
 
16.  Grand Orient of Haiti 35. Grand Orient of Syria 
 
17.  Grand Lodge of Honduras 36. Grand Orient of Turkey 
 
18.  Grand Lodge of Hungary 37. Grand Lodge of Uruguay 
 
19.  Grand Lodge of Louisiana (USA)    38. Grand Lodge of  Venezuela 
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From his Presentation Ceremony program we learn the following: 
 

WHO IS ARTHUR K. KUHN? 
First Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Israel 

R.'.W.'. Arthur K. Kuhn is a renowned international lawyer, author and lecturer. He was 
born in Philadelphia in 1876, the year Centennial Lodge was instituted. He received de-
grees of A.B., A.M., LL.B. and PH.D. from Columbia University, and is a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. He has lectured on law at Columbia, Zurich and Pennsylvania Universities, 
and was Professor at the Academy of International Law, the Hague, and Institute de Droit 
International, and advisor to Harvard Research. 
 
At the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 he acted as counsel; was a delegate to 
Pan-American Scientific Congresses in 1915 and 1940; consulting leader of the Williams-
town Institute of Politics in 1924 and 1926. He was president of the American Foreign 
Law Association from 1941 to 1943, and has written numerous works in English, French 
and German, on International Law. At present he is an executive member of important in-
ternational, legal and other organizations, and on the editorial board of the American Jour-
nal of International Law. 
 
Arthur served as Master of Centennial in 1911, and as District Deputy Grand Master, 
1916-17. For many years he has served as Chief Commissioner of Appeals of the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York. 
 
During the recent Palestinian War, a brief, written by him and another against the blockade 
of Palestine and the Suez Canal by the Arabs, had considerable influence upon the views 
finally adopted by the Department of State and the United Nations. 
 
Bro. Arthur Kuhn died in September of 1954 and was replaced by R.·.W.·.William 
Klingenstein. 
 

************************************** 
 
Bro. Goldwyn in a telephone conversation with M.·.W.·. Frank Totton - 4/4/50 - 12:20 
PM 

"I think it is a wonderful idea said Frank Totton to me - it is another one of 
your grand ideas -- the brethren would be thrilled to hear from someone 
from the other side of the world --get in touch with Irving (Grand Secre-
tary) and have him send out the invitations --- would be thrilled have 
him". 
 

I then telephoned the Grand Secretary's office and spoke to Miss Fisher at the request of 
M.·.W.·. Totton and told her to invite Korngrun at the request of the Grand Master. 
 
The idea of inviting the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Israel to be the guest speaker 
at the upcoming Grand Lodge Communication, in May was born, and arrangements rushed 
to keep the date. Almost $1,000 was locally raised to purchase transportation and accom-
modations for his stay in New York City. 
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All was going well, until one month before, when Brother Goldwyn received the fol-
lowing cable: 
 
                   
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Now Brother Goldwyn had to blast through red tape at our State Department so that 
the visa could be obtained in time for the last week of April.      Who would you turn 
to? 
 
 
 
Irving Goldwyn went to his local Western Union Telegraph office accompanied by his 
12 year old son and sent the following telegram; 
 
 



 31

 
 
 
 
 
Did the Telegram work?  From a friend in Washington he received the following in a 
Telegram the next day. 
 
          "STATE DEPARTMENT CABLING U.S. CONSUL AT TEL AVIV TODAY FOR 
IMMEDIATE REPORT ON CASE. THIS PROCEDURE USUALLY RESULTS IN 
QUICK ACTION ALTHOUGH NOTHING CAN BE GUARANTEED." 
                    MAURICE BISGYER 
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 Then on April 17th Brother Goldwyn receives this shocking message: 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brother Goldwyn  responded to the Grand Master of Israel, notified the reception 
committee of the turn of events, and then sent this letter to the U.S. State Department. 
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 April 26, 1950 
 
Mr. H. J. L'Heureux  
Chief Visa Division 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D.C. 
 
                                    RE: VD 150 KORNGRUN, Phillip 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. L' Heureux:  
 
Thank you for-your letter of April 24 in which you advised that final action on the applica-
tion of Dr: Korngrun for a visa: would be taken before April 27, 1950. I appreciate your 
reply very much and your prompt attention to my telegram to the President. 
 
I regret to advise you that Dr. Korngrun had  a heart attack and was  compelled to postpone 
his trip to America for several months. 
 
Your prompt and decisive help is very much appreciated by the Masons of the State of 
New York. 
 
Your name is so familiar. I remember during the years before the war, having much corre-
spondence  with a name similar to yours at Stuttgart, Germany, on behalf of many Ger-
mans who were seeking to escape the Nazi yoke, I remember quite favorably his wonderful 
cooperation, in my efforts to help those people. Are you the same person? 
 
                                                   Once again my grateful thanks,, 
                                                                                        Sincerely yours! 
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 Dr Shaoni, the Substitute Grand Master on October 9th, 1950 wrote: 
 

                                                                                                             10,9,1950 
Dr.Abraham Shaoni 

                                                Substitute Grand Master 
                                          41, Lilienblum, Tel-Aviv. 

R. W. Bro. Irving D. Goldwyn                       
1441 Broadway  
New York 18, N, Y 
 
Dear brother, 
I wonder if you received my two last letters from Tel-Aviv and London, as 
I had no reply to letters of mine till now. 
 
The Grand Lodge of Israel decided to elect you and have appointed you as 
her Honourary member for the nice services you have done to our Craft in 
Israel, The same was granted to the Brethren  R.W. Charles Keller, W.Bro. 
L. Meyer, W.Bro. U. Fenyves, and R.W. Dr. Holmes. 
 
The Diploma of your Honourary Member is ready for dispatch, but we 
would like to know which way you prefer to have it, namely: would you 
like to have it sent to your Grand Secretary Dr. Irving, who will investiture 
the said Commission in the usual way, or you would like that it would be 
sent to your D.D.G.M. your District who will submit to you in a session of 
your District Grand lodge or you want it to be sent to the present Master of 
your private Lodge in order to deliver it to you in a solemnly meeting of 
your Mother Lodge. 
 
May I add that the G.L. decided to appoint M. W. Scudder Judge, Judge 
Froessel and Frank M. Totton, as Honorary Past Grand Master of our 
Grand Lodge. It was also resolved: to award to M. W. Totton and Froessel 
a Medal of Merit for the services they have done to our G.L. I guess it is in 
accordance with your suggestions too, made by you at several occasions. 
 
Our G.L. wanted me in person to present the said Diplomas and the said 
Medals to the said G.M., but I am not sure if I shall be able to go to the 
States in a short time. Although there is a possibility that I will be in N.Y. 
next month on an official mission, of course in such a case everything will 
be arranged according to the wish of our G. L. otherwise we will have to 
find out the appropriate way of delivering the said Diploma to them. 
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I would be thankful to you if you could reply to this letter immediately, for 
we don't want to be in any further delay in sending, your said Diploma to 
you. 
 
Dear Brother, if you would know the situation here and the difficult  con-
ditions of our work and would surely understand us and would not blame 
us for any delay, if any, to sending the Commission to our Grand Repre-
sentative R.W.Br. Arthur Kuhn and your said Diploma etc. Don't forget 
that we are a new Grand Lodge. We had to prepare and to print all neces-
sary documents and to adapt ourselves to the big Grand Jurisdiction that 
recognized us recently .  
 
We did not have any documents left before and if there are some of them, 
they are no good any more, 
 
Our Grand Secretary is not payed for his work and our staff is not big 
enough at all. 
 
The M.W.G.M. and his officers  are sending to you their greetings for the 
New Year. 
 
I wish you and your family a good and prosperous year, a year of health 
and luck in all respects. 
 
Awaiting your immediate reply, 

                                                                          I remain  
                                                              Sincerely & Fraternally 
                                                                           Yours, 
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On December 18th, 1950, at a Special Joint Communication of seven Lodges, the se-
lected men were honored  with the presentation of their Diploma and "Medal for 
Merit." 

                   
                      The Kudo in part to R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn read: 

Grand Sword Bearer of Grand Lodge of the State of New York - 1947 
Went to Israel in July of 1949. Had many meetings with the Grand Master 
of Israel, Dr. Philip Korngrun. He was entrusted by Grand Master Korn-
grun with many official documents of the Grand Lodge of Israel. He pre-
sented  these documents to the Grand Master Frank M. Totton upon his re-
turn. He enlightened the Craft to a great extent on the history, activities 
and present situation of Masonry in Israel. Furnished information to the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, Grand Secretary of our Grand 
Lodge, and demonstrated and gave proof to the character and worthiness 
of the Grand Lodge of Israel. He received written and personal commen-
dation from the Grand Master of the State of New York, for his work. It 
was through his efforts that our Grand Lodge truly appreciated the record, 
history and accomplishment of the Grand Lodge of Israel." 
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The Joint program was arranged by Brother Goldwyn which required each of the 
eight sponsoring lodges to get a Special Dispensation to jointly meet at a special date 
and place.  
       
Below is one of only eight hand–made Medals for Merit which were presented to each 
honoree.  

                                                       
 
The Grand Lodge of Israel continues to grow, recognition is continuing, but the title 
of this paper says "The Three Grand Lodges in Israel" where is that third Grand 
Lodge?  It comes in this form. 
 

To the Members of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence and Relations 

Extracts from the Communications of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 
 
Foreign and Colonial Committee -  Sept. 20th., 1951 
Proposed Grand Lodge of Israel. 
 
A Draft Constitution has now been submitted to Grand Lodge by the Organizing Commit-
tee of the proposed Grand Lodge of the State of Israel, and in order that this Draft Consti-
tution may receive proper consideration it is recommended that Grand Committee remit the 
matter to a special. Sub-Committee consisting of representatives of the Foreign and Colo-
nial, Laws and Rulings, and By-Laws Committees, who would thereafter report their find-
ings to Grand Committee. 
Report approved and Committee appointed 
 
Foreign and Colonial Committee - October 18th., 1951 
Proposed Grand Lodge of the State of Israel 
 
Brother J. Martin Baxter reported that the subcommittees appointed on Sept. 20, 1951, to 
examine the Draft Constitution and Laws of the Proposed Grand Lodge of Israel had met 
and recommended that, as the draft is based upon the constitution and Laws of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, Grand Secretary advise the Organizing Committee of the proposed 
Grand Lodge that the draft would be acceptable to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, provided 
that effect is given to several. minor alterations. 



 39

Brother Goldwyn now becomes the diplomat. 
 
 

 
March 25, 1952 

 
Dr. M. Shechter 
c/o Goldberg - Apt 12B. 
487 Central Park West 
New York, N.Y. 
 
Dear Dr. Shechter: 
 
Pursuant to our oral conversation of this afternoon, I would like to submit to you certain 
pertinent facts with respect to the Grand Lodge of Israel, and certain Lodges in Israel, who 
have received a Charter from the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 
 
It is my understanding that these Scottish Lodges in Israel are now petitioning to the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, and to the Grand Lodge of England for the issuance of a Charter to 
them so that they too can be the Grand Lodge of Israel. 
 
I respectfully submit that I believe this would be a great mistake. I feel that I am qualified 
to give my opinion because of my past experience with the present Grand of Israel. I might 
state that I was honored by the Grand Lodge of Israel by being elected an Honorary Mem-
ber of their Grand Lodge on October 12, 1950. I have assisted the Grand Lodge of Israel in 
getting recognition from several states in the United States. I know for a fact that the fol-
lowing eight important jurisdictions have already recognized the present Grand Lodge of 
Israel:- 
Alabama Louisiana New Jersey  North Dakota 
Kansas Montana, New York  Oklahoma 
 
I also know that four additional important jurisdictions have already approved recognition 
and that the same will be adopted when their Grand Lodge Conventions take place within 
the next three months. 
 
Now comes the Scottish  Lodges and propose to set up a competing jurisdiction in this 
small country. I know for a fact that none of the Grand Lodges in the United States would 
ever withdraw recognition from the present Grand Lodge of Israel. You see, if they ever 
did this they would look foolish and stupid in the eyes of the Masonic world. All these pre-
sent Grand Lodges that have recognized the Grand Lodge of Israel did so only after careful 
research. All of then had notice of the existence of several lodges under the Scottish Char-
ter, that were not part of the Grand Lodge of Israel. They only issued recognition after a 
careful survey of all the facts. 
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I know of all the arguments advanced, that the Grand Lodge of Israel was created under 
questionable legitimacy by the Grand Lodge of Egypt. The Grand Lodge of New York care 
fully checked and in 1932 when the Grand Lodge of Egypt issued a Charter to the National 
Grand Lodge of Palestine (Now known as the Grand Lodge of Israel) the said National 
Grand Lodge of Egypt was recognized by 42 lodges in the United States out of 48, and the 
withdrawal of recognition  from the Grand Lodge of Egypt did not take place until after the 
creation of the National Grand Lodge of Palestine. As a matter of fact, to this very day, 
nine Grand Lodge jurisdictions of the United States still recognize the Grand Lodge of 
Egypt. 
 
I would like to quote from the Minutes, dated September 23, 1950, of the Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, which had before it the question of the recognition of the 
Grand Lodge of Israel, and I quote from these Minutes as follows : 
 

   "Your Committee on Fraternal Relations, in quite aware that this Grand 
Lodge does not recognize Israel's sponsors, Egypt. Neither does it know 
that it ever will, perhaps primarily for the reason that it has no knowledge 
that such recognition was ever requested. Any objection therefore consti-
tutes a small technicality, one too small to be of Influence. 
     From the evidence now on file it is recommended that the hand of Ma-
sonic brotherhood be extended to the brethren of Israel. 
     Seconded and carried," 

 
As I see it most Americans are embarrassed by the present application for a second Grand 
Lodge to be set up in Israel. I personally have been embarrassed by fellow American Ma-
sons who said "How can we recognize the Grand Lodge of Israel when the Masons in Is-
rael are not agreed amongst themselves."  Many other questions have come up, which I am 
too embarrassed to submit to you in this letter. 
 
It would therefore follow that you would succeed in gaining recognition from the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland knowing full well that you will never gain recognition from any of the 
Grand Lodges in the United States. 
 
I therefore submit that you are hurting the cause of Israel Masons in seeking to set up a 
second Grand Lodge in Israel. I submit further that if your Lodge of Scottish origin were to 
surrender your Charters and receive new Charters immediately from the Grand Lodge of 
Israel, you would best be serving the causes of Masonry in Israel. 
 
If there are any suggestions that you would care to submit to me, as to how Masonry in Is-
rael can best be served, I would be happy to review them with you. 
 
I trust you will review the facts I have submitted herein to the best interest of all of our 
Masonic brethren in Israel. 

                                 Sincerely and fraternally, 

 
R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn 

IDG/fl                                                                                        
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 144 Dizengoff  Rd., 
Tel-Aviv, Israel. 

 25th April 1952. 
Irving D, Goldwyn, Esq. 
1441 Broadway; 
New York 18. N. Y. 
 
Dear Sir and Bro.,  
    Your letter of the 25th Mar., to Bro, Dr. Schechter has been forwarded on to me, as one 
of those dealing with the erection of the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel, and I welcome 
the opportunity of elucidating several points raised by you. 
   The fundamental point remains that the existing body was, when formed, deemed to be  
constitutionally - a clandestine body and as such was not and is not recognized by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland our parent body, nor by the Grand Lodges of England and Ire-
land as well as numerous others. It would thus not be in keeping with our obligations to the 
Craft for us to fraternize Masonically until some solution is found. 
   It is clear to us, as to yourself, that the ultimate aim is for all bona fide Masons in Israel 
to be united under one flag. Believe me, it has been and is our constant aim. The step how-
ever, must be taken constitutionally. Nor can the recognition of the Grand Lodges of Eng-
land Scotland and Ireland be lightly discarded. In this connection it is interesting to note 
that the 'other body' has been striving for that recognition for years and it was only when it 
became abundantly clear that it was not and would not be forthcoming that we stepped into 
the field. At an unofficial meeting held at the very outset, it was tacitly agreed that we 
should go ahead and that whichever group secured Angle-Saxon recognition, the other 
would cease activities in that direction. There are several fundamental reasons we are in-
formed for the continued refusal of the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland to 
recognize the local body, 
   You mention embarrassment caused to American Brn. with the appearance of our Body 
as an indication that Masons in Israel are not united I would rather put it, not that there is 
disagreement but that there is, on both sides, a strong desire eventually to combine the two 
bodies but, as stated above, a way must be found to do so constitutionally. We, on our part, 
have for no little time been exploring ways and means of bringing the above. desire to frui-
tion. You, as a P.M. will appreciate the necessity of not taking any step which might alien-
ate the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland  etc. a step in which the local group 
is certainly not interested, 
   We, on our part, have always kept the others informed of our progress and are always 
ready to meet them unofficially to discuss the best methods of bringing about an eventual 
unification, to be done, as I wish to stress once again, in a constitutional and Masonic 
manner. Unfortunately, we have not always met with Masonic understanding, action or 
attitude on the part of the local group. 
   We deeply appreciate the interest you are showing and should. there be any further in-
formation you may wish to have, I shall always be happy to supply same. 
                                        With fraternal greetings, 
 Yours sincerely, 

 
M. Silverstone, P.M. 
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Rabbi and Grand Chaplain, Abraham J. Feldman, D.D., back on March 3, 1953 
wrote a  report to Irving D. Goldwyn on the progress he was making in presenting the 
Grand Lodge of Israel's petition for recognition to the Foreign Relations Committee 
of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. In this letter he states in part: 
 

"I might say, that the matter of the Israeli Grand Lodge's receiving its 
original charter from the Grand Lodge of Egypt which is no longer recog-
nized by the Grand Lodges in the United States and elsewhere, came up in 
our discussions here. The argument which I used to counteract that and 
which was accepted, ran on some such line as this: 
 
When a couple is legally married and then are divorced for whatever rea-
sons, their children are legitimate regardless of whether the parents con-
tinue their married state. One of the parents may turn out to have been a 
scoundrel, or the marriage may even have taken place under misrepresen-
tation, but, any children born of such marriage which was legal at the time 
of its performance, have no blemish. Similarly in the case of the Grand 
Lodge of Egypt. At the time when the Grand Lodge of Egypt issued its 
original charter to the Grand Lodge of Israel, the former was recognized  
by the Grand Lodges in the United States. If, as happened, the Grand 
Lodge of Egypt lost its recognition, those lodges which received their 
charters from the Grand Lodge of Egypt, are still legitimate because they 
were issued and received legally and in good faith. 
 
I know that this argument which I used carried considerable weight in the, 
consideration of the Connecticut Grand Lodge." 

 
This line of logic is then used by brethren across the nation in their pleadings to their 
Grand Lodges. 
 
Meanwhile the struggle for unity between the Scottish chartered Israeli lodges and 
the Grand Lodge of Israel continues.  
 
The Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland, since their inception in the 
early 18th century have always chartered Lodges wherever the British Empire existed 
and when countries became independent these three Grand Lodges tried to maintain 
a presence there. Today in Bermuda there are four Grand Lodges that have char-
tered lodges. All share the former Government house at a yearly rental of one Pep-
percorn.(the 4th Grand Lodge is Prince Hall) 
 
 In France, the Grand Lodge of England had a dispute with the Grand Lodge of 
France and set up a new grand lodge styled the National Grand Lodge of France, to 
which it recognized and withdrew recognition from the other two existing Grand 
Lodges. Most of the world's Jurisdictions followed suit. Only in France does the rival 
Grand Lodges seem to have Masonic intercourse amongst themselves. 
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This is a copy of a press release by the 4-6 Israeli lodges which were chartered by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland in anticipation of their becoming a rival grand lodge in Is-
rael 
 

JERUSALEM AS WORLD CENTRE OF FREEMASONRY. 
 

A. Abrahams. 
 
In London preparations are in progress for one of the great occasions in the world of Free-
masonry. On October 20th a new Grand Lodge is to be erected as the Grand Lodge of the 
State of Israel. It will bring together some of the highest luminaries of freemasonry. The 
sponsor will be the Grand Lodge of Scotland. It will be consecrated by the Rt. Hon. The 
Earl of Elgin and Kincardine. Lord Elgin is the Past Grand Master of the Lodge of Scot-
land. He will be assisted by Dr. Alexander Buchan, the Worshipful Grand Secretary of the 
Scottish Lodge. 
 
The event marks, in the world of freemasonry, the recognition of Israel' as a separate en-
tity. Tell now there have been five lodges, two in Tel Aviv, two in Jerusalem and one in 
Haifa. All these will not b e absorbed in the new Israel Grand Lodge, to be followed by the 
erection of new branches in various parts of the country. The present membership is about 
500, but there are several thousand applicants for admission-soon after the creation of the 
Lodge. 
 
The erection is to be solemnized .at the largest banquet ever held in Israel. It-will be held at 
the King David Hotel, which will be opened up to the full. Invitations have been sent out to 
more than 2000 guests. It will be attended by the British Ambassador who is a Mason. The 
toast to the guests will be proposed by Mr. Sharret, and will be followed by other promi-
nent personalities from many parts of the world. Later the British Ambassador will give a 
reception in his home in Ramat Gan. 
 
Mr. Max Seligman, the Grand Secretary of the new Lodge has been in England for several 
weeks for ensuring the smooth working of all the arrangements. Rabbi Dr. Brodie, Chief 
Rabbi, will attend and will participate in the solemnization. The Regalia of the Lodge has 
been designed and made in Britain, a sum of 13,000 pounds having been donated for the 
purpose. The Symbol of the Lodge has been designed and approved. It depicts a menorah 
headed by two tablets of stone; and other Masonic symbols. It will be all in Hebrew, apart 
from the words, "The Grand Lodge of the State of Israel". 
 
The first Grand Master is to be Shabbatai Levi,, ex Mayor of Haifa. 
 
There are also plans for raising a fund of $10,000,000 in the United States and other coun-
tries, for building a great Temple for Freemasons, to serve the whole of the World, in Jeru-
salem. It will be the centre of International Freemasonry, and it will bring to Israel tens of 
thousands of visitors and pilgrims. For Freemasons, Jerusalem is regarded as the home of 
the Movement. Its teachings and insignia is believed to go back to the days of Solomon’s 
Temple. 
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The following was a tour flyer urging foreign Masons to see the rival Grand Lodge 
erected. 
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Meanwhile, Irving D. Goldwyn's diplomacy continued with the Scottish lodge leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 May 19, 1952 
Asher Levitsky, 
Lawyer 
Past Master - Mitzpah Lodge 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 
 
My dear Brother Levitsky: 
I have always had close Masonic ties to the present Grand Lodge of Israel. As a matter of 
fact,, I visited Israel approximately three years age. Since then I have been honored by the 
Grand Lodge of Israel, and made an Honorary Member thereof. 
 
In our own Grand  Lodge of New York, I was made Grand Sword Bearer in 1947. 1 am 
also Past Master of Menora Lodge. 
 
I give you this background so that you may appreciate my true Masonic interest in Ma-
sonry. I am disturbed by the present situation of Masonry in Israel. I know a great many 
things which I cannot reduce to writing. I can only hope that you will appreciate the spirit 
which prompts this letter. 
 
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I sent on March 25, 1952 to Bro. Dr: Shechter, 
which was in turn forwarded to Bro. M. Silverstone, who in turn replied to me on April 25, 
1952, copy of which is also annexed hereto. 
 
The reason I am writing to you is I am told that you are one of the leaders of Masonry in 
Israel, and I am hoping that my affection for Masonry in Israel, will not be divided by the 
creation of two Grand Lodges in one small country. I do know this -- the present Grand 
Lodge of Israel has already been recognized by 13 States to the United States, and recogni-
tion  by another 10 will be forthcoming in the next few weeks. 
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I am ashamed to have my Christian, brethren confront me with the fact that in a small 
country like Israel, in which the majority of the Masons are Jewish, there too is conflict, 
and even at Masonic levels. This must not come to pass. As an outstanding lawyer in Is-
rael, I submit that the questions raised by Bro. M. Silverstone have no merit. I happen to 
know the history of the Grand Lodge of Israel. When he argues that the Grand Lodge of 
Israel, when formed was deemed to be a clandestine body and is not recognized by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, he argues in poor taste. Many Arabs and Christians presented 
the same arguments to our own Grand Lodge, and then it was discovered that at the time 
the Charter was issued to the Grand Lodge of Israel, by the Grand Lodge of Egypt, the 
Grand Lodge of Egypt was recognized by 44 out of 48 States in the United States. Shortly 
thereafter recognition was withdrawn from the Grand Lodge of Egypt. As a matter of fact 
even the Grand Lodge of Palestine withdrew recognition from the Grand Lodge of Egypt, 
its parent Lodge. So we have conclusive fact that the Grand Lodge of Palestine was legiti-
mate and legal on the date it was born. This argument should not even be raised, but I have 
answered it nevertheless. When a man reaches maturity of almost 20 years of life, one does 
not stoop low to call his origin illegitimate, or clandestine. After 20 years there is a record 
to show whether they conduct themselves in true Masonic Spirit. 
 
Now as to the question of non-recognition by the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and 
Ireland – If you can only be as familiar as I am with the history of the question of recogni-
tion you know why England and Scotland would not recognize any Grand Lodge in Israel. 
English soldiers were being killed in the streets of Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem – Dov Gruber 
was being hung in Israel – The feeling against Britian was very high amongst all peoples. 
The Grand Lodge of England felt they had jurisdiction, Masonically speaking, in the Mid-
dle East. They made their way felt not only in the United Nations, but in the Grand Lodge 
of Masonry. Notwithstanding, we finally were able to get recognition from the only Grand 
Body then existing in Israel. The Grand Lodge of Israel has reached maturity in all Ma-
sonic circles except England, Scotland and Ireland. They feel hurt that the Grand Lodges in 
the rest of the world took action on the Petition of the Grand Lodge of Israel, without fol-
lowing the instruction and direction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland and England. 
 
If recognition had not been granted by the Grand Lodge of New York and others, to the 
Grand Lodge of Israel, then I would love to see the day that the Grand Lodge of England 
would recognize any Grand Lodge in Israel. As a matter of fact, I have heard somewhere 
that the Grand Lodge of England boasts of the fact that they have not recognized any new 
Grand Lodge in 18 years. 
 
I rather think that when the history of Israel is written, Masonically speaking, that your ties 
and sympathies must be related to the Western world and to America, and not to what is 
left in Europe. I believe that the Masons of Israel would have much more to gain in their 
Masonic intercourse with the Masons of America, then with England or Scotland. I believe 
you have much more to lose in seeking recognition from England and Scotland, and caus-
ing confusion in Masonic ranks. 
 
I earnestly solicit your support and cooperation to see to it that there should be one Grand 
Lodge in Israel. 
 
I would appreciate if you would review this letter together with my former correspondence, 
with men who are high in Masonic circles in your group. 
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I have heard that Bro. Shabthai Levi, Bro. Caspi, Bro Seligman, Bro. Silverstone, Bro Kat-
inka, Bro Bechar and yourself, are wonderfully inspired Masons and have the best interest 
of Masonry at heart. I therefore would appreciate your efforts in this direction. 
 
I close with kindest fraternal greetings. 
                                              Sincerely and fraternally yours, 

                                          
                                               R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn 
IDG/fl encls. 
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At the same time the new officers of the Grand Lodge of Israel were installed.      

 
 
Four months later Bro. Kuhn informs the Grand Master of New York: 
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                                                                                                            August 7th, 1953. 
 
My dear Grand Master: 
 
I have a communication from M.·.W.·. A. Shaoni, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Israel, written from London, England, in which he informs me that he is going to Edin-
burgh, Scotland, to meet the Grand Secretary and the other leaders of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, in order to discuss with them the proposed consecration of a rival Grand Lodge 
in Israel in October of this year, in order, if possible, to avert this action. He has been dis-
cussing the question with the leaders of the United Grand Lodge of England. 
 
Dr. Shaoni says that he expects to arrive in New York August 10th or 17th, and asks me to 
convey his fraternal greetings to you, to the Grand Secretary and to his other  Masonic 
friends here. 
 

                                              Faithfully and fraternally, 

 
                                                                           Grand Representative. 

 
 
 
M.·.W.·.Ward B. Arbury, Grand Master, 
71 West 23rd Street, 
New York 10, N.Y. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(C O P Y) 
For the information of R.·.W.·. Bro. Irving D. Goldwyn. 
 
 
Brother Goldwyn now writes to the senior leader of the Scottish Israeli Masons, the 
man proposed to be the rival Grand Master; 
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August 25, 1953 

 
R.·.W.·. Shabthai  Levi 
Former Mayor of Haifa   
Mount Carmel    
Haifa, ISRAEL 
 
Dear Right Worshipful Sir: 
 
Permit me to introduce myself to you. I have been a friend of Israel for a long time. As 
long ago as March 25, 1952  I wrote a letter to Dr. M. Shechter, a Mason of one, of the 
Scottish  Lodges in Israel, as per copy enclosed„ in which I urged him to use his best influ-
ence to see that there is a union of all Masonry in Israel, under one Grand Lodge. This let-
ter was forwarded to Brother M. Silverstone, who replied on the 25th of April, 1952, a 
copy of which letter is also annexed. I was not satisfied with his reply and so I addressed 
another letter to Brother Asher Levitsky, on May 19, 1952. A copy of this letter is also an-
nexed. I thus present to you my interest in Masonry in Israel.
 
I am  now  advised by M.·.W.·. Dr. Abraham Shaoni, Grand, Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Israel that he has just returned from a  conference with the Grand Lodge of Scotland. This 
conference was held in the office of Brother Alexander Buchan, Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. As a result. of this conference wherein the Scottish Lodges of 
Israel were represented by Brother Max Seligman and Brother Dr. Abraham Shaoni, an 
agreement was reached whereby the Grand Lodge of Israel and the four Scottish lodges 
were to be unified into one Grand Lodge. This is most exciting and wonderful news for me 
and my fellow Masons in the United States.  
 
As you can see from the past correspondence, the argument has always been advanced that 
the Grand Lodge of Israel was a "clandestine lodge" in the eyes of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, and therefore Scotland could never recognize the Grand Lodge of Israel, Well, 
this argument has now been eliminated forever. It naturally follows that if the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland gives its blessing  to the union of the four Scottish Lodges and the 35 
now in the Grand Lodge of Israel then once and for all the "clandestine" label heretofore 
applied to the 35 Lodges in the Grand Lodge of Israel, can no longer exist. 
 
 I am happy to point out one other significant fact. If the four lodges  of the  Scottish origin 
were to lose their Scottish Charters and get a rival Grand Lodge of Israel, then we Ameri-
cans can no longer have any Masonic intercourse with the rival Grand Lodge of Israel 
they would not be recognized by any Grand Lodge in the United States.  
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You undoubtedly  know that all Grand Lodges in the  United Stated follow a rule known as 
"Exclusive Jurisdiction". This rule means that there  can be only one recognized Grand 
Lodge in any country.  
 
I am sure that you are also aware of. the fact that in the months of May and June two of our 
most important Masonic jurisdictions, to wit Michigan and then Massachusetts recognized  
the Grand Lodge of Israel. As you know Massachusetts is the first Masonic jurisdiction in 
the United States, and one of  the most important in world Masonry. They  too undoubt-
edly would follow the rule of "Exclusive Jurisdiction". That is why I am glad that Israel 
will not have two Grand Lodges, one recognized by Scotland and the other recognized by 
the important Masonic jurisdictions of the United States and the world over. 
 
It would come as a shock to me it I were, to again visit Israel, and find that I can no longer 
hold Masonic intercourse with my brothers who surrendered their Charters which they  re-
ceived from the Grand Lodge of Scotland, which I am now able to do, and constituted 
themselves as a rival Grand Lodge.  You can therefore see how important it is to have suc-
cessfully concluded, your negotiations with the Grand Lodge of  Israel, into one Grand 
Lodge.  
 
I might add further that this act or union must be done simultaneously--- that the same day 
that the new Grand Lodge is created,  it must forthwith and simultaneously complete its act 
of unification and amalgamation with the existing  Grand Lodge of  Israel, and its constitu-
ent lodges, so that in the  eyes of the world it would be a union of existing lodges and a 
continuation of the existing Grand Lodge, as thus unified. This is most important because 
otherwise the 40 Grand Lodges that have already. recognized the Grand Lodge of Israel, 
could not hold Masonic intercourse with your body unless it was a continuation under this  
plan of unification of the  existing Grand Lodge of Israel, preferably under the same name 
as now exists. Under no circumstances must there be a break in the chain. World recogni-
tion is most important,. If the chain is broken it would effect the recognition that you now 
have from 14 of the most. important Jurisdictions in the United States, as well as the other 
important jurisdictions of the world. 
 
It is my sincere hope that when next I visit Israel, I shall be privileged to visit all of the ex-
isting 39 lodges without being confronted by the question of which are recognized by the 
Grand Lodges in the United States. 
 
I cannot stress too much why I am delighted with the news of the unification. I have heard 
several of our  Past Grand Masters express the thought that they would never recognize a 
rival Grand Lodge in Israel, nor would any important jurisdiction do so. Knowing the strict  
application of this rule it would follow that unless there was unity and one Grand Lodge in 
Israel, the result would be chaotic. Then it would follow that a handful of. visiting Masons 
from Scotland could visit the Scottish rival Grand Lodge, while hundreds of American 
Masons would be forbidden to do so. This situation has fortunately been averted by the 
compromise just agreed to at the  meeting held under the auspices of the  Grand Lodge of 
Scotland. 
 
I am most happy and I trust that in the near future you will send me greetings, advising me 
that I may visit  all the Lodges Israel, under the consolidated and unified Grand Lodge of 
Israel.   
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The reason that I am writing to you is because your name is familiar to many Americans, 
and M.·.W.·. Dr. Abraham Shaoni has extolled your virtues to many Masons in the United 
States, as an outstanding man and Mason.. 
 
I trust I may hear from you these good tidings in the very near future, 
 
                                                                       Sincerely and fraternally yours, 

                                                        
                                                                           R.·.W.·. Irving D. Goldwyn 
 
In September, 1953 Dr. Shaoni traveled to New York and personally presented to Ir-
ving D. Goldwyn, a silver and stone gavel as his way of offering his thanks for all the 
time and effort Brother Goldwyn expended on the Grand Lodge of Israel's behalf. 
Three weeks later the Grand Lodge of Israel was no more. On Tuesday, October 20th, 
1953, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Israel 
was duly Erected and Consecretated by the Grand Lodge of Scotland in Jerusalem. 
 
Below is the Gavel,  

On the barrel surrounding a carved square and compasses it reads 
JERUSALEM 

KING SOLOMONS QUARRY 
 

 
 
On one face it is inscribed;                                              On the other face it is inscribed; 
           PRESENTED TO                                                                                          IN APPRECIATION 
R.·.W.·.BRO. IRVING GOLDWYN                                                          OF HIS OUTSTANDING HELP 
                     BY                                                                                                                  TO THE  
  M.·.W.·.BRO. DR. A. SHAONI                                                                    GRAND LODGE OF ISRAEL 
          GRAND MASTER 
GRAND LODGE OF ISRAEL 
          SEPTEMBER 1953 
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The historic day of October 20, 1953 came and the ceremony of  Erection of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of Israel was held. Bro Shabetai Levy was installed as 
Grand Master.  
 
One month later the first meeting of the new Grand Lodge was held, and the election 
of officers took place. The first elected Grand Master was Dr Abraham Shaoni. His 
DGM was Jacob Caspi of the Scottish lodges, while DGM Dr. Jona Ron stepped down 
a rung and was elected the Substitute Grand Master. Two Grand Secretaries and 
Treasurers were also elected so that no feathers were ruffled and  M.. W.. Sabetai 
Levy was made a Past Grand Master. 
   
One week after being elected the new Grand Master, Dr Shaoni took time out to write 
to his friend and Brother Irving D. Goldwyn. 
 

 
 
Dr. A. Shaoni, Grand Master 
41, Lilienblum Street 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

 December 6, 1953 
R.W.Irving D. Goldwyn  
1441 Broadway 
New York 18, N. Y. 
       My dear Brother Irving.. 
 
Both your moving letters I duly received. The reason for not replying sooner you will learn 
from the contents of this letter. 
 
As I have told you in my letter of Oct. 2, I have succeeded to convince the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland that there is no room for two Grand Lodges in our country, not even for a single 
day and that on Oct. 20 the unification of all the Masons of Israel into one Grand Lodge 
must be accomplished; there being no other alternative in this respect. The Grand Lodge of 
Scotland fully agreed with me in this, they cabled the information to the Scottish Brethren 
here and gave them directions, in spite of time being short, to act accordingly, although 
some of their leaders remained stubborn to the last moment. On Oct. 19, the Scottish Dele-
gation arrived here, it was composed of Lord Elgin P.G.M., Dr. A. Buchan.. Grand Secre-
tary of the Grand Lodge of Scotland and others. Thanks to the close friendly relations be-
tween me and Dr. Buchan and the strong pressure exerted by the Delegation on the local 
Brethren, the unification of all the Masons into one Grand Lodge was accomplished in a 
very fitting and imposing manner on October 20, 1953. 
 
The Scottish Delegation left a few days later and we remained here with our internal and 
external problems. In a matter of unification of people or parties it always takes time until 
mutual understanding is reached and things settle down for the satisfaction of both parties 
concerned.   
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You remember while I was in New York I tried, in your presence, to get some help from 
your Grand Lodge in that matter but unfortunately no letter to Scotland or England was 
sent and no other actual assistance rendered to us. Of course their attitude towards us was 
very friendly, but for some reason or other, they refused to do that officially. This certainly 
made my mission to England and Scotland much more difficult. 
 
So dear Brother Irving, we have had great difficulties before the Unification came to be 
and we have had still more problems to solve since and will have some more in the near 
future. 
 
On November 29, 1953, at the first Meeting of the United Grand Lodge, the Grand Master 
and Grand Office Bearers for the year 1953/54 were elected and installed. I enclose here-
with a list of the Grand Office Bearers for this year, 
 
As you very well know already, in October we were honoured by the visit of M.W. Brother 
Arbury, the Grand Master of New York, accompanied by the Grand Chaplain R.W. Rev. 
General Harlington. The visit was an outstanding success from all points of view and for 
all concerned, here and abroad. He was received by the President of the State of Israel, at 
the Foreign Office, by the President of the Jewish Agency, by the Mayor of Jerusalem, by 
the Dean of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the Mayor of Tel-Aviv and many other 
Government and Public Institutions.  
 
A Testimonial welcome dinner was given in his honour at the ZOA House in Tel-Aviv., 
attended by more than 300 Brethren and prominent representatives of Government and the 
people of Israel. They also visited various parts of the country among them Nazareth. His 
visit was recorded by a moving picture which was shown in all the picture houses in the 
country, a copy of which I am sending to New York. 
 
As you can see from the above, we were very busy the last few months. 
 
I want again to thank you for the interest you took and are still taking in our cause. You 
will I am sure, be pleased to hear of the results of our common efforts for the unification of 
all Masons in Israel into one Grand Lodge. Thanks again for the luncheon given in my 
honour before leaving New York and for the nice token presented to me on that occasion. 
 
I will close with my fondest regards and best wishes to you my friend 
 
Sincerely and fraternally yours, 
                                                                                                 DR. A. SHAONI 

 

 
 GRAND MASTER 
 
P.S.  Please give my kindest regards and best wishes to Mrs. Goldwyn and also my sincere 
thanks to Mrs. Frieda for all the assistance given to me while in New York. remember me 
please to your father-in-law. 
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Note the Honorary Past Grand Masters of the new Grand Lodge. 
 
 
We thought that with the first recognition by a major Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge 
of New York, of the Grand Lodge of Israel, Bro. Goldwyn's task was completed. Not 
so, He continued working on behalf of the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel for the 
rest of his life. More than sixty Grand Jurisdictions now have recognized the Grand 
Lodge of the State of Israel, many of whom have a file in Brother Goldwyn's archives. 
 
In 1952, part of  his energies turned to assisting the newly formed Great Neck Square 
Club, where he was elected to their first Board of Governors. Within months talk be-
gan about forming a new Masonic Lodge in Great Neck.  The creation of Stepping-
stone Lodge No. 1141 with Irving D. Goldwyn elected to be its Charter Master in 
1953-4 was all time consuming. His ten year old daughter once said to her mother 
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"How come we don't see daddy anymore?" So profound were her words, that her 
mother wrote them down on paper. During the same week that Dr. Shaoni was in-
stalled as the last Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Israel, Irving D. Goldwyn was 
being installed the first Master of Steppingstone Lodge No. 1141 of New York. 
 
In 1959, he proudly sat in the East for a first degree to make his only son a Mason, 
and was there again when he raised him a Master Mason. He was there to see his son 
take the role of Master for a second degree four months later, and was present to see 
him start on the path leading toward the East.  
 
On Memorial day, May 31st 1961, seeing that his lodge was not represented in the lo-
cal Memorial Day Parade, he started walking  with his son at his side in the parade. 
As he passed a lodge brother, he ordered him to fall in. As he passed his sons future 
father-in-law's real estate agency, he saw an American flag outside. He comman-
deered it and gave it to his son to carry, saying "Now we are a contingent". By the 
time the parade reached the reviewing stand there were over twenty brothers march-
ing in formation. But the next day, June 1st, 1961, he was called to the Celestial Lodge 
above, at an age three days short of his 52nd birthday. The strain of that long walk 
had been too great. 
 

********************************* 
 
This paper has no reference page of books used, the letters reproduced are the evi-
dence of the words of the actual participants as history unfolded and have been main-
tained in the archives of Brother Goldwyn’s son for the past 40 years. 
 
During the years that followed, Steppingstone Lodge No. 1141 has been honored to 
have as visitors  Dr. Abraham Shaoni, Dr. Jonah Ron, and Max Silverstone – all Past 
Grand Masters from Israel. Every Grand Master who visited the United States up 
until his death, made it a point to pay a courtesy call at Irving D. Goldwyn's home or 
office.   
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
 I am the proud son of Irving D. Goldwyn. I became the 12th Master in 1966 of the 
lodge he helped  create, and the first Royal Arch Mason and first Grand Sword 
Bearer (Staff Officer) hailing from Steppingstone Lodge, No. 1141. In 1989, I was ap-
pointed by the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Israel to be its Grand Repre-
sentative to New York. In 1999, The Most Puissant Grand Master of Connecticut 
nominated me to be the first Grand Representative of the  Supreme Grand Chapter 
of Israel to the  Most Puissant Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of  Con-
necticut, and in 2000 I was also appointed to be their Grand Representative to the 
Grand Chapter of Connecticut  Yes, Israel and Masonry runs in the family. I am a 
member of QCCC No. 2076, London;   Life Member of the Philalethes Society;   Past 
Master (1987), "Fellow,"(1995) and current Treasurer of the American Lodge of Re-
search - NY;  Past Master and Secretary of the Masonic Lodge of Research of Con-
necticut;  Associate Member of  Holyland Chapter No. 8 – Tel-Aviv, Israel;   A mem-
ber of Ansantawae Lodge No. 89 and Orange Lodge No. 143 in Connecticut, (where 
in January 2004 I have become its Worshipful Master.) Twice a Past Master of Step-
pingstone Lodge No.1141 (1966 & 1989) and in 2001 was made an Honorary Member 
of Matinecock Lodge No. 806, the Mother Lodge of Theodore Roosevelt. 

[END] 
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